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Abstract (10pt)

The Information Technology Industry has been one of the most
dynamic industries in India. This is attributed to their highly
skilled IT workforce, and their ability to speak English. As an
industry, IT provides promising opportunities for the economic
and personal advancement of everyone, including the women.

Keywords: Employed women play a more dynamic and pivotal role meeting
the challenge. Women show great level of commitment in both
Adjustment, phases of work and family. Work- life balance emerged as major

issue interfering in the career progression of women. It explores
the main barriers to women's career development. Due to
structural changes in family patterns, and the demands in
modern working life, reconciliation of work and family has
become the key issue in the society. Henceforth the focus on
adjustment strategies on the emotional dimensions becomes
essential to achieve a balance in life, for employed women. This
particular study gains significance since in a country like India
where more weightage is given to the family, the traditional role
of women is expected, which results in stress. Emotional well-
being becomes very important especially in IT Sector as they
level of work-life balance required is more.The study aims at
understanding the emotional dynamics and socio-demographic
influence of women working in Information Technology Sector.
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1. Introduction

Information Technology Business in India is transformed from a small sector to a large and
growing Industry. The field of IT is highly competitive, provides more job opportunities and
challenges to human resources. Human resources have to prove themselves in a challenging
situation. The IT professionals have to concentrate more and think about each and every aspect
of their work and so they are easily prone to distress psychologically.Family and work are the
two most important domains in life for employed women. When conflicts between these two
domains occur their consequences are reflected in both organization and domestic life. Family
seems to have more impact on the work than vice versa. Being primarily responsible for house
hold work, women express higher degree of stress and lower levels of satisfaction. This is
particularly prevalent among highly educated women, with high levels of responsibility. Due to
structural changes in family patterns, and the demands in modern working life, reconciliation of
work and family has become the key issue in the society. Henceforth the focus on adjustment
strategies on the emotional dimension becomes essential to achieve a balance in life, for
employed women. The study aims at understanding the emotional dynamics and socio-
demographic influence of women working in Information Technology Sector.

2. Research Method

The main aim of the study is to understand the overall adjustment of women working in IT
sectorin Chennai.

The major objectives of the study are as follows

1. Tostudy the socio—demographic profile of the respondents.

2. To study the adjustment of women working in IT on emotional dimension.

3. To understand the adjustment problems of women in IT

Significance of the study

IT holds a unique promise for women in developing countries to empower them to move beyond
their traditionally assigned roles, and to help them to take active participation in all areas of the
economy. This role expansion is not without its added difficulties. The persistence of traditional
norms in regard to women’s essentially domestic roles and the addition of new work roles in the

wider society have created problems of adjustment for women. The field of IT is highly
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competitive. The job specifications are also loosely defined and hence the women in IT have to
work in a challenging situation. Therefore, this study becomes important particularly in the
current context when a large number of IT companies in India are experiencing change in the

profile of their workforce.

Research Design
The researcher has employed descriptive cum diagnostic research design for the study as it aims
at describing the characteristics of the respondents and study the association between the

variables.

Hypotheses

1. As the respondent’s individual income increases, their level of emotional adjustment also
increases.

2. As the number of members in the respondent’s family increases, their level of adjustment

also increases.

Pre — test and Pilot study

As part of the pilot study the researcher approached two IT companies and also had discussion
with IT professionals and collected some basic information about their working hours,
management levels, their problems, etc. based on which the first draft of the questionnaire was
framed. It was pre-tested with 30 respondents and found that a few questions could be clubbed as

the questionnaire was too long.

Tools of data collection:
e Self-prepared Questionnaire to collect the socio-demographic profile of the respondents.
e Bells” Adjustment Inventory is employed to study the levels of Adjustment in various

dimensions like, social, emotional. Occupational and health adjustments.

Universe and Sampling:
Universe refers to the married women working in IT sector. The study includes only married
women working in the IT sector in Chennai. Totally 434 women were selected from fifteen IT

companies, Stratified Random Sampling (proportionate) method is applied.

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com




ISSN: 2249-2496 [EllImpact Factor: 7.081

Operational definitions

Information Technology Sector

The Information Technology Sector is narrowly defined as those organizations concerned with
the furtherance of computer science and technology, design and development, installation and

implementations of information systems and applications.

Adjustment
Adjustment is a continuous process by which a person varies in behavior to produce a more

harmonious relationship between him and the environment.

3. Results and Analysis

Results relating to the overall Sample

e Most of the respondents are in the age group of 26-30years (39.8%).1t may be observed that
71.5% of the respondents are below 30years

e Nearly fifty per cent (47.6 %) of the respondents have children while 52.4%of the
respondents do not have children.

e 36. 4 per cents of the respondents have only one child.

e Majority of the respondents’ spouse work in Non-IT sector while only 32.4 %of them work
in the same IT sector.

e Major reason for choosing IT as their Career is the compensation andbenefits (41.4%) while
the second major determinant is the Recognition /Status (27.6%).

e Nearly 70 per cent of the respondent’s children complain about being a working woman.
(66.9%).

e Most of the respondents (62.8%) suffer from Back ache, while 21.4 per cent of them suffer
from stress.

e Majority of the respondents (68.3%) have felt that IT profession is suitable for women while
31.7 per cent of the respondents have felt that It profession is not suitable for women

e Nearly three fourth of the respondents (74.5%) have felt that they aremaking lot of
compromises at home being an IT professional.

e Nearly 50 % of the respondents feel that, family, health and maternity aspects play a

significant role in the career advancement of women.
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e Major Home& emotional adjustment areas areChild care, Time Management, IT companies
can face a downtrend at any point of time and hence need be mentally prepared even for a job

loss.

One way analysis of variance among the respondents’ Total Family Income and

their levels of Adjustmentwith reference to emotional adjustment

Mean S.D df Mean
Emotional square

Adjustment

50.7486 | G1=3.66633 | 4 38.047
Between Groups 50.8602 | G2=3.43129 | 430 | 15.282
Within Groups 48.8889 | G3=4.92315
49.6667 | G4=5.52484
50.3333 | G5=3.97441

It is understood from the avoe table that there is a significant association between the

respondent’s total family income and Emotional adjustment

It is also observed that majority of the respondents (79.3%) have low level of work-life balance
with regard to their career issues. Nearly three fourth of the respondents (73.6%) have felt that
they have low level of balance with regard to their leisure issues. Overall Scores reveal that half
of the per cent of the respondents have low level of work-life balance. Hence concentrated
efforts are essential to promote better work-life balance.

A common Women’s forum to address their issues, can be formed in each company for which

the organizations should permit so that, it will be a platform to discuss their issues and concerns

4. Conclusion (10pt)
Emotional imbalance is the result of the role overload and hence the understanding of the fact
itself can help a lot. The willingness to interprettheir personal feelings and knowledge on mental

healthamd emotional well-being, will be very much helpful to maintain emotional balance and
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avoid negative thoughts and feelings. Make the family members understand the nature of the
profession, so that husband and children can understand your timings. Since the IT job market
can face downtrend at any point of time, it is essential that the women in IT maintain their family
in a safe economic zone, to avoid unexpected results, especially in a developing nation like India.
Training programs on Time Management, Work-Life Balance, stress management and Group
discussion programmes on coping strategies can be of great help to the women in IT Sector.

The extensive reach and penetration of information technology into virtually every area of
society creates enormous opportunities for women.lIt is understood from the study that, most of
the women have moderate level of adjustment. Following various adjustment strategies as quoted
in the study will help the married women to climb up the ladder of professional excellence. It is
to be understood that, apart from work and household activities, an equal focus is to be given on
their health aspects and emotional well being. It is a welcoming trend to understand that
Information Technology Sector promotes more of Joint and Extended family Systems, which

prevent institutionalization of the aged and the children to a great extent.

References

e Asaf Ali Aruna, (1991).The Resurgence of Indian Women, New Delhi, Radiant
Publishers, p67

e Bhatia, K.K.andPurohit, (1983).Educational Psychology, New Delhi; Kalyani Publishers,
p32

e BakshiMoumit (2005), Ratio of Women in IT Services Raising Steadily; Business Line,
The Hindu Group of Publications.

e Country Profile: India, Human Development Report 2000/2001 and Indian Planning
Commission Mid-Term Report 2000.

e Catalyst Study, (2001). In Leadership Careers in High Tech: Wired for Success.

e CapellPerri, (2004).Middle Level Women Executives Face Job Search Hurdles; Career
Journal, Computerworld.com, February

e Fairchild, J.L (Ed) (1953). Women, Society and Sex, New York; Sheridon House.

e Freeman, P. (1999). The Supply of Information Technology Workers in the United

States, Computing Research Association, Washington.

16 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com




ISSN: 2249-2496 (Impact Factor: 7.081

Fountain.E.Jane, (2000). Constructing the Information Society: Women, Information
Technology and Design;Harvard University Press.

Ghadially, R. (1977). Career oriented and Non-Career oriented College Women; Journal
of Social Work, p38

Grant N .B. (1998). The Woman Soldier — Manager; Indian Management Journal, p15,
50.

Henry Mintzberg (1980). The Nature of Managerial Work, Englewood Cliffs, NJ.
Prentice Hall.

Hemalatha, P. (1983). Married Working Women- A study on the Social Interaction;
Indian Journal of Social Work. p44, 153-156.

IlavarasanVigneswara, (2003). Is IT Workplace Equal for Women; Ph.D. Thesis. Indian
Institute of Information Technology, Bangalore.

Jeevitha,(2008). Emotional Balance - The Way to Relieve Your Stress; Paper presented
in the Department of Management Studies and Research, Tamilnadu College of
Engineering, Coimbatore.

Kraft, P. (1977). Programmers and Managers; the Routinizing of Computer Programming
in the United States. Springer Verily, New York.

Kothari, C.R. (1985). Research Methodology; New Age Publications; New Delhi
KavalGulhati, (1990). Attitudes toward Women Managers; Economic and Political
Weekly, Feb 17-24. p.23.

Kalaiselvi.M. and Krishnamoorthi.R, (2002).Women and Information Technology in
India; The First Annual Conference on Women in Information Technology — WIT 2002
Proceedings. August 29 & 30, p. 44.

KandaswamyDeepa, (2003).Talibanism in Technology. Data Quest Publishers.
Lazarus.S.Richard and Susan Folk man, (1985). Stress and Coping. Springer Publishers.
Linda Wirth, (2002). Women in Management: Closer to Breaking through the Glass
Ceiling, in Martha Loutfi (Eds) Women, Gender and Work: What is Equality and how do
we get there? ILO; Rawat Publishers. Jaipur. p245.

Losh, A.C. (2003).Gender and Educational Digital Gaps; Journal on IT and Society.Vol.1
(5) p56-71.

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com




ISSN: 2249-2496 [EllImpact Factor: 7.081

e Madhavi, C.VV (2005). Women in Information Technology: Study Conducted by the
Ministry of Human Resource Development, Hyderabad.

e Nielson, H.Sue. & Lisa .A.VVon.Hellens, (2003). Women Talking about IT Work;
Proceedings of SIGMIS Conference.

e Nancy Ramsey and Pamela McCorduck, (2005). Report of Literature Search and
Interviews Prepared by the Anita Borg Institute for Women and Technology for the
National Center for Women & Information Technology ;University of Colorado,
Boulder. P8-14.

18 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com




